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FIVE HOCKEY CHRISTMAS ITEMS

BY SAL BARRY

THERE IS PLENTY OF money to be made around the holidays, so it’s no wonder companies and teams have come up with a number of

things for fans to buy at Christmastime. Of course, some are better than others. Here are five offbeat hockey-themed Christmas items.

1

> WAYNE
GRETZKY
ORNAMENT

> LAS VEGAS
WRANGLERS
SANTA CLAUS
JERSEYS

5

> NEW YORK
ISLANDERS
CHRISTMAS
ALBUM (1979)

Before the Islanders became
the gift that kept on giving,
the team released a Christmas
album in 1979 entitled “Home
for the Holidays.” Most of the
tracks are sung by Joe Duerr,
the team’s anthem singer at
the time, with the Islanders
providing backup vocals. The
players also sing, chorusstyle, All I Want for Christmas
Is My Two Front Teeth. The
Isles would have to settle for
winning the next four straight
Stanley Cups instead.

(2010)
Minor-league teams are infamous
for the themed jerseys they foist
upon their players, from Star
Wars to SpongeBob to…Santa
Claus? Yep. The ECHL’s Las Vegas
Wranglers wore Santa-inspired
sweaters in 2010. The jerseys were
decorated with Santa’s signature
red jacket, wide belt and a beard
that would make Brent Burns
jealous. Speaking of whom…
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4

> SANTA-INA-SKATE
TRADING
CARD (1990)

(2017)
A Nutcracker-themed arena
giveaway during the holidays
is a good idea, but making
that nutcracker look like Brent
Burns is genius. Both Burns
and the nutcracker character
are tall, slender and have
long beards. Unfortunately,
like the real Brent Burns, the
Burns nutcracker lacks its front
teeth, so it can’t crack open
chestnuts even if they’ve been
roasting on an open fire.

7th Inning Sketch was a
company that specialized
in major junior cards during
the early 1990s. In 1990, the
company sent its customers
and business partners a special
holiday card. On the front is
an illustration of Santa, riding
in a giant, golden-bladed
skate instead of a sleigh.
The flip side pictures OHL
commissioner David Branch
surrounded by a wreath.

(1997)
In fall 1997, Hallmark launched
its “Hockey Greats” series
of ornaments, with Wayne
Gretzky as the first subject. The
ornament has excellent detail,
from the Jofa-style helmet to
the signature tucked-in jersey,
but the face is another story.
Gretzky looks a little too cherubic,
more resembling a Campbell’s
Soup Kid than a hockey player.
Other NHLers given the Hallmark
treatment over the years include
Gordie Howe, Mario Lemieux,
Patrick Kane and Sidney Crosby.
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> BRENT
BURNS
NUTCRACKER
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ORNAMENT: SAL BERRY; WRANGLERS” LAS VEGAS WRANGLERS; BOBBLEHEAD: SAN JOSE SHARKS; CARD: SAL BARRY; ALBUM: JAMES HOWARD
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