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B eer wasn’t allowed in the Edmonton 
Oilers’ dressing room. Or maybe it 
was. The rule on alcohol in the back-

stage had changed enough times during Sam 
Gagner’s tenure with the Oilers that he might 
have been breaking it when he cracked open a 
can of suds in the late hours of Feb. 2, 2012. But 
no one was going to tell him otherwise – certain-
ly not Joey Moss, the team’s dressing room at-
tendant, who joined Gagner for a brew long after 
his teammates had left. Rules or no rules, an ex-
ception had to be made. It was time for the two 
friends to relax and soak in what had just tran-
spired. It isn’t every day that a player scores eight 
points in a single game.

In fact, no one had accomplished that since 
Mario Lemieux did so in April 1989, a good three 
months before Gagner was even born. But setting 
records and making history were the furthest 
things from Gagner’s mind when he lit up the 
Chicago Blackhawks with four goals and four  
assists.

Considering the season he was having, it was 
just the boost the young center needed. Gagner 

missed the end of 2010-11 with a severed tendon 
and was sidelined to start 2011-12 with a high 
ankle sprain. With Ryan Nugent-Hopkins hurt, 
Gagner was put on a line with Taylor Hall and 
Jordan Eberle. It was the best game of Gagner’s 
life, and he only needed two periods to accom-
plish it. “I wasn’t too happy after the first period,” 
he said. “I hadn’t played very well. Our team had 
a sluggish start. That’s when Tom Renney 
switched lines up going into the second, putting 
Taylor, Jordan and I together. We had a lot of 
chemistry and were able to bury our chances.”

The Blackhawks, a team two years removed 
from winning the Stanley Cup and perhaps still 
sore about losing the previous two games to the 
Oilers – including a 9-2 drubbing in October – 
held a 1-0 lead after the first period. Just 40 
seconds into the second, Chicago scored again. 
Then Gagner took over, netting a goal and as-
sisting on two others. Not ones to give it up easily, 
the Blackhawks tied it going into the third, a chal-
lenge to which Gagner attributes some of his suc-
cess that night. “It helped that it was a pretty 
tight game from start to finish,” he said. “It was 

“It’s something I still look back fondly on. It gives me confidence today.  
When a game like that happens, you want to keep it going. And when things don’t  

go as planned, you look back at games like this one and gain confidence.”
—Sam Gagner

EDMONTON 8 VS. CHICAGO 4

Down early against the powerhouse Blackhawks, Oilers coach Tom Renney shuffled  
his lines and stuck Gagner between two unfamiliar wingers. Gagner’s following  

two periods of work would warrant a text message from Wayne Gretzky.
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always in reach for Chicago, and that’s what 
forced me to put my foot on the gas.”

Gagner never slowed, exploding for another 
three goals and two assists in the third period. 
Even after his hat trick goal, Gagner told his 
teammates that he wasn’t done. “It was just one 
of those feelings,” he said. “I was really confident 
that night. When you have a game like that, you 
just want to keep pushing yourself.”

In the end, Edmonton won the game 8-4, with 
Gagner involved in every goal by his team. He re-
ceived a standing ovation from the crowd and 
was named the first, second and third stars of the 
game. Perhaps an even bigger accolade was re-
ceiving congratulations from both Paul Coffey 
and Wayne Gretzky, who shared the team’s rec-

ord for most points in a game with eight. Coffey 
phoned Gagner the next day, and The Great One 
sent a text saying, “Congratulations. Enjoy the 
moment. Keep it going.”

Gagner, indeed, kept it going. He had a pair of 
goals and an assist two nights later against the 
Detroit Red Wings. His three points that game 
made it 11 straight Oilers goals in which he had a 
point, a new franchise record. “It’s one of the 
greatest feelings,” Gagner said about his eight-
point game. “When you have that many people 
cheering for you, it’s a special feeling… It’s a 
memory I will never forget.”

BY SAL BARRY


